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Evoked Response

Company Profile
Evoked Response is a music technology company with a twist – It has identified 12 different music 
variables that impact the brain in different ways, which, when applied as direct, non-invasive brain 
stimulation doesn’t just evoke an emotional response, but actually shifts mental state. Through its 
music, Evoked Response can supercharge focus and productivity, relaxation, sleep, and athletic activity. 
In representing a new frontier of digital wellness, the company’s core objective is to enable as many 
individuals as possible to experience the mental enrichment it can provide.

The original fundamental idea behind Evoked Response was born in 2000, when CEO Adam Hewitt, who 
has a self-proclaimed synaesthesia to music, went to a meditation retreat and was played a sound that 
instantly made him relax. Through this experience, and his skills as a programmer and musician, Adam 
developed the idea that music could “programme the brain”, which blossomed into a ‘neural programmer’ 
workstation, and the founding of “Transparent Corp” in 2003. This application was incredibly popular with 
scientists and universities, even at a time when the science of brain wave activity was still nascent, but 
there was a continued frustration that this type of programme wasn’t accessible to individual users.

Subsequently, backed with a National Science Foundation grant from the government, Adam created Brain.
fm, a science-based music app for focus, sleep and relaxation, which he describes as a “real renaissance 
for the field in general”. Brain.fm has become an incredibly popular app, with a good attrition rate, and to 
date has generated US$6 million in revenue.

Adam is always looking at ways to improve his product, but recognised that the Brain.fm app was 
competing in the same sphere as many meditation and relaxation apps, which would limit accessing 
the more significant market he needed to meet his core value of “enriching the experience of as many 
individuals as possible through neuro-based music”. To target this much larger audience, in 2019 Evoked 
Response was developed as a B2B company with the aim of getting this unique technology into the hands 
of as many existing businesses, pharma companies and governments as possible.
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Flagship Product Deep Dive
Neuro-musical synchronisation
Neurons in the brain communicate with each other, forming thoughts, emotions, and ideas using electrical 
impulses. Activities such as sleeping, working, or meditating, each have their own unique brainwave 
pattern. Evoked Response leverages neuro-musical synchronisation, to optimise brainwave patterns for 
each desired activity.

Driven by neuroscientific principles, the music is composed to enhance performance and productivity by 
inducing a state of focus, support overall wellness like sleep and even tackle mental health conditions like 
depression and PTSD.

The solution is backed by established scientific studies, internal research and a 4-step approach that 
ensures the expected results can be presented as a product to clients.

4-step approach developed by Evoked response for continuous neuro-musical development and 
enhancement

• Create compositions to produce brainwave frequency profile changes.

• Measure brainwave changes using EEG.

• Conduct large-scale double blind behavioural experiments.

• Further enhance music compositions using large-scale experiment results.

To date, following over 20 years of technological development, Evoked Response has created 1000s of 
hours of music covering different conditions such as ADHD, insomnia, anxiety, mental fatigue, and the 
enhancement of Productivity, workflow, and fitness. The technology continues to be refined by the company 
through large scale, double-blind, internal studies. These studies use behavioural tasks to measure things 
such as attention, speed, and accuracy to hone the music for maximum enhancement in different target 
populations.

It has also already partnered with many wearables that usually contain EEG sensors to diagnose focus and 
sleep quality, but which also require a non-invasive intervention to improve what it is they are diagnosing. 
The Evoked Response team has also worked with the US Olympic Wrestling team to enhance athletic 
performance through its music as an all-day companion to manage Sleep, Wellness and Anxiety
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Evidence of safety and efficacy
It is now well-established that music can modulate brain activity and induce different mental states [290]. 
Music is a non-invasive way to stimulate and depress brain activity, with the potential to reach and treat 
hundreds of people at the same time. Unlike other neurotech device-based solutions, , this technique 
doesn’t require a closed loop to have an impact on the individual listening to it.

Proof of concept has been demonstrated in:

• Concentration and productivity enhancement: An existing study by Evoked Response validates the 
use of music in improving concentration and productivity [291]. An internal study by Evoked Response, 
led by auditory scientist Dr Matthew Sachs, and using >400 test subjects, demonstrated that the 
carefully composed music led to an increase in focus of participants by 40% and showed efficacy for 
those with ADHD and introverted subjects.

• Induction and improvement of sleep: It has been verified that scientifically crafted music can induce 
and improve sleep. An internal 30 day sleep study, completed in conjunction with a wearable sleep 
EEG company “Dreem”, indicated the neuro-music doubled deep sleep, reduced time to fall asleep by 
~55% and decreased tossing and turning by ~40%.

Additional research by Evoked response has been backed by a National Science Foundation grant and is 
soon to be published in Nature magazine.

Future development
Evoked Response has just completed two internal trials with ADHD subjects that concluded the more an 
individual enjoys the music, the greater the enhancement in focus. This is a finding that has driven the 
company to develop further music in this area.

The company also has another ongoing trial that is focused on sleep and stress to aid those with insomnia.

Target market
Due to the accumulating in-house evidence, Evoked Response’s primary target market encompasses 
consumers wishing to improve productivity. With its study soon to be published in Nature, Evoked 
Response is set to enter the enhanced productivity market, valued at 75  billion USD, in a strong position.

The company also ecompasses several areas of the wellness market, valued at 1.5T USD, including 
improved mindfulness, fitness, health and sleep. A recent Sonos global survey showed that a majority of 
people already use music for their general wellness: ~75% reported that they listen to music to reduce 
stress, and that listening to music is key to producing their best work.
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Consumer use: mental health
Evoked response has created meditation sessions ranging from 15-60 minutes to support the consumer 
wellness journey.

It also has created relaxation and anxiety reducing music for before/after stressful situations.

Consumer use: sleep
Consumers can use the music to aid in both getting to sleep and in maintaining a deeper, more restorative, 
sleep throughout the night.

Consumer use: exercise
Evoked Response have created simple and motivational workout music to support athletes and 
mainstream consumers.

The music can be used during a regular workout routine by a layperson to kickstart their motivation.

Channels to market
Team and Reputation
• Founder and CEO of Evoked Response, Adam Hewett, has nearly two decades of experience in 

neuro-musical synchronisation. He has previously founded and created Transparent Corp auditory 
neuroscience software and was the founder and inventor of the music and technology behind Brain 
Fm. He was the National Science Foundation Grant Recipient for work on Remediating Inattention via 
Algorithmically Generated Music. He is a pioneer and inventor of multiple patents in the field of music 
cognition.

• Director of music is Chris Kukla, award winning composer and also the former head of music at Brain 
FM.

• Director of Science is Dr. Matther Sachs, a prestigious auditory neuroscientist who oversees Evoked 
response’s internal studies

• Primary scientific advisor, Dr. Ben Morillon of Aix-Marseille University, is a world-renowned auditory 
neuroscientist who has many publications in Nature.
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• Business Strategy and Operations is run by Shayan Nahrvar. 

• Kaitlyn Craway is Partnership Manager.

• Evoked Response has many collaborations and partnerships, and has built a strong reputation for the 
efficacy of its product and its brand.

Intellectual Property
• Evoked Response has a large collection of trade secrets and data from thousands of users gained from 

internal studies and collaborations with wearables.

Funding
Evoked Response is completely self-funded to date, but has suggested it will seek investment in the future 
to allow further expansion and growth of its business.
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